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Claim Amendments 

1. (Currently amended) A gasket comprising: 

a metal substrate disposed along an outer perimeter of the gasket; 

an elastomerio bead disposed along at least a part of an interior perimeter of the 
metal substrate; 

an elastomeric ring disposed a l ong around an opening of t he metal substrate, 
wherein the elastomeric ring has an inner diamete r, wherein the opening has an 
opening diameter, and wherein the inner diameter of the elastomeric ri ng is smaller 
than the opening diameter of the opening: 

wherein a fastener that is disposable within the opening has an outer diameter, and 
wherein the inner diameter t hat-is smaller than [[an]] the_outer diameter of [[alJthe 
fastener, such that the fastener is retained with the gasket when the fastener is inserted 
in the elastomeric rin g by radially compressing the elastomeric ring between the 
fastener and the opening . 

2. (Original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein a plurality of teeth disposed along an outer 
perimeter of the elastomeric bead correspond with a plurality of grooves disposed along 
at (east a section of the interior perimeter of the metal substrate. 

3. (Original) The gasket of claim 1, wherein a plurality of teeth disposed along an outer 
perimeter of the elastomeric ring correspond with a plurality of grooves disposed along 
at least a segment of the Interior perimeter of the metal substrate. 

4. (Original) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the elastomeric bead and the elastomeric 
ring are formed of a continuous rubber material that is formed on the metal substrate. 

5. (Cancelled). 
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6. (Original) The gasket of claim 1, wherein the gaslcet is capable of fitting to a flange 
having a fastener hole, such that when the fastener is Inserted through the fastener 
hole and the elastomeric ring, the gasket and fastener are sufficiently attached to the 
flange to permit installation of the fastener without the gasket and fastener felling off the 
flange. 

7. (Original) The gasket of daim 6, wherein the gasket Is disposable between an engine 
cover and an oil pick-up tube attached to the flange. 

8. (Currently amended) A gasket comprising: 

a metal substrate disposed along an outer perimeter of the gasket, wherein the 
metal substrate has a plurality of grooves disposed along an interior perimeter of the 
metal substrat e and an inner diameter of a fastener opening: wh erein the fastener 
opening is arranged and constructed to accommodate a fastener having an outer shaft 
diameter, wherein the outer sha ft diameter Is smaller than the inner diameter ofJhe 
fastener openrna: 

an elastomer comprising a bead and a ring disposed along an interior perimeter of 
the elastomerie-sea l-and a ring disposed along the inner diameter of th e fastener 
opening, wherein a plurality of teeth are fomned along an outer perimeter of the 
elastomer, wherein the plurality of teeth are formed In the plurality of grooves, and 
wherein the ring has an inner diameter that is smaller than both the inn er diameter of 
the fastener opening and theffa nll outer shaft d iameter of Kallthe fastener, such that 
the fastener is retained with the gasket when the fastener Is Inserted in the elastomeric 
ring. 

9. (Original) The gasket of claim 8, further comprising a depression formed in the metal 
substrate. 

10. (Ordinal) The gasket of claim 8, wherein the gasket is capable of fitting to a flange 
having a fastener hole, such that when the fastener is inserted through tiie fastener 
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hole and the ring, the gasket and fastener are sufficiently attached to the flange to 
permit installation of the fastener without the gasket and fastener falling off the flange, 

11 . (Original) The gasket of claim B, wherein the gasket is disposable between an 
engine cover and an oil pick-up tube attached to the flange. 

1 2. (Previously presented) The gasket of claim 1 , wherein the inner diameter of the 
elastomeric ring is smaller than an inner diameter of an opening formed the metal 
substrate into which opening the elastomeric ring extends. 

13. (Cunrently amended) A gasket comprising: 

a metal substrate disposed along an outer perimeter of the gasket, wherein the 
metal substrate has a plurality of grooves disposed along an interior perimeter of the 
metal substrate and along an inner diameter of a fastener opening , wherein the 
fastener opening is sized to coojjerate with a speclfic fastener. such that the soecific 
fastener has an outer shaft diameter, and the inner diameter of th e fastener ooenina Is 
larger than the outer sh^ft diameter 

an elastomeric bead comprising a plurality of teeth disposed along an outer 
perimeter of the elastomeric bead, wherein the elastomeric bead is disposed along the 
Interior perimeter of the metal substrate, and wherein the plurality of teeth are disposed 
in some of the plurality of grooves; 

a first elastomeric ring comprising at least two teeth disposed along an outer 
perimeter of the first elastomeric ring, wherein the first elastomeric ring is disposed in 
the fastener opening along the interior p e rim e t e r and near a first end of the metal 
substrate, wherein the at least two teeth are disposed in at least two of the plurality of 
grooves, and wherein the first elastomeric ring has an inner ring d iameter that Is smaller 
than ffanl lthe outer shaft d iamete r of a first fast e n e r . 

a second elastomeric ring comprising two or more teeth disposed along an outer 
perimeter of the second elastomeric ring, wherein the second elastomeric ring is 
disposed in an additional fastener opening that is along the i ntorior porimoter and near 
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a second end of the metal substrate, wherein the two or more teeth are disposed in two 
or more of the plurality of grooves, and wherein the second elastomeric ring has an 
additional inner ring diameter that is smaller than an additional o uter shaS-Ciiameter of 
an addltlonate eeeB# fastener. 

14. (Currently amended) The gasket of claim 13. wherein the elastomeric bead, the fir^t 
elastomeric ring, and the $^cond e lastomeric ring^ are formed of a continuous njbber 
material that is formed on the metal substrate. 

15. (Original) The gasket of claim 13, further comprising a depression forrned in the 
metal substrate. 

16. (Currently amended) The gasket of claim 13, wherein the gasket is capable of fitting 
to a flange having a first ^stener hole and a second ^stener hole, such that when the 
fif«t fastener is inserted through the first listener hole and the first elastomeric ring and 
the eeeoHd additional fa stener Is inserted through the second fastener hole and the 
second elastomeric ring, the gasket, the first fastener, and the eeeen# additional 
fastener are sufficiently attached to the flange to pemirt Installation of the first fastener 
and the eeaen^ additional f astener without the gasket and first fastener and the 6eeen4 
additional f astener falling off the flange. 

17. (Original) The gasket of claim 16, wherein the gasket is disposable between an 
engine cover and an oil pick-up tube attached to the flange. 

18. (Currently amended) The gasket of claim 1, wherein the elastomeric ring extends 
radially Inwardly of [[aniljbg opening in the mefal substrate. 

19. (Previously presented) The gasket of daim 1 , wherein the inner diameter of the 
elastomeric ring forms an interference fit with the fastener. 

20. (Prevk)usly presented) The gasket of claim 8, wherein the inner diameter of the ring 
fonns an interference fit with the fastener. 
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